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A HUGE Waipu welcome to our new students Billy Gordon, Clara Chaves, 

Eleena King, Sophia King-Chalk and their families. 

 

 

These are this week's featured Advertisers.  Please click on the logo to 
go directly to their contact information and website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS  

 

 November 2018  December 2018 
 5 - PTA meeting 7pm (Staffroom)  3 - School triathlon 
 7 - Athletic sports  3 - PTA meeting 
 9 - Surf Life Saving red and yellow mufti day  6 - Portfolios home 
12-16 - Y5 & 6 camp week  7 - Y6 shared lunch 

https://webmail.xtra.co.nz/appsuite/api/*%7CARCHIVE%7C*
https://www.wps.school.nz/contact-us/
https://www.marcusjonesbuilders.co.nz/
https://www.waipurealestate.co.nz/
http://sumpters.co.nz/
http://info.milkbar.co.nz/milkbar/


 

12-16 - Y4 activity week 12 - Beach day 
19 - School pool opens 13 - Prizegiving 5.30pm 
21 - Bus monitors to Aquatic Centre 14 - Last day of school 12pm finish 
22 - Zone athletics   
27 - Y5 & 6 BBC taster day   
28 - Cultural Festival (more info to follow)   
28 - BOT meeting 1.10pm   
30 - Carnival mufti   

 

 

A huge thank you to:  

 

 

The Oxford Sports Trust for their ongoing sponsorship and 

support of our school.  Without their support our children 

would not be able to experience such a wide range of 

wonderful events.  We recently received full funding for Year 

4's Beach Education trip during Activity week.  Partial 

funding was also received for Scooters, Kapahaka tutors, 

uniforms and headbands.  Thank you Oxford Sports Trust, 

we very much appreciate your support of our school 

and children.   

 

 

 

The Alex McLean CharitableTrust  

Recently, we received $10,000 to go towards the 

building of our scooter track from the Alex McLean 

Charitable Trust.  This is how the trust came about. 

Alex McLean was a quietly spoken Waipu stalwart 

who loved highland games, daffodils and preserving 

local history. 

Born Roderick Alexander McLean in 1917, he 

served two and a half years in the military and was 

posted to the Pacific in World War II.  Alex returned 

to work on the family farm near Waipu, was involved 

with the Waipu Museum, became a patron of the 

Waipu Highland Games, and was a staunch 

supporter of IHC. 

Alex died in 2007 aged 90.  He left no immediate 

family ï his wife Dorothy and son Peter died before 

he did ï so he set up a trust to benefit others.  The 

Alex McLean Charitable Trust was established with 

a Northland focus, aiming to support community, 

education, youth and disabled facilities and service 

 



 

 

The Pelorus Trust for donating $5000 towards our Y6 

camp accommodation and the entry fee to our junior 

trip to Butterfly Creek in term 3. 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

 

Teacher Strike  

Though the teacher strike on 13th November seems likely to go ahead, it has not yet been confirmed.  This is 

our camp and activity week.  Although the rest of the school will be affected, the camps and activity day will 

still go ahead - even if the strike takes place.  

 
End of Year Prizegiving  

As a result of your feedback from the BOT parent survey, the end of year prizegiving will be on Thursday 13th 

December at the earlier time of 5.30pm .    

 
Scooter Track  

The scooter track is now open and we are currently working on safety procedures for it's use.  If using the 

track outside of school hours, please remember children must be supervised and usage is at your own 

risk.  Our safety procedures will follow in the next newsletter, along with our thanks to all the wonderful people 

involved in it's creation.  

 
Buses  

A friendly reminder that this term we will not be accepting any bus changes after 1.30pm.  If any changes are 

made after this time, your child will be put in to our after school care service and you will be charged 

accordingly.  We do understand that from time to time there are emergencies, these will be addressed on an 

individual basis.  Please also note that from the start of 2019, there will also be a limit to the number of bus 

changes allowed on our networks.  More information will be provided closer to the time. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE  

 

Kia Ora whanau 

     Welcome back to our final term of the year.  It seems a bit odd to be saying that in Week 3 and I hope you 

have all been able to catch our bi-weekly updates.  Term 4 is always a busy term and this one is proving to be 

no different.  We have already had a wonderful Floral Day and a successful Agricultural Day.  The latter event 

was a great practice in terms of biohazard hygiene and we look forward to hopefully getting the calves back in 

2019.  

  



 

     This is the term that we place students in their classes for next year.  A few people have already been in to 

see us to discuss their childôs class.  Whilst we are unable to promise anything and our options are relatively 

limited, we will do our best to consider your requests and address any concerns that you might have.  Please 

do come and see us to have a chat if this applies to you.  We are also beginning to think about some of our 

Year 5 leaders.  The school leaders group is only open to Year 6 students.  More information about how our 

current Year 5 students can apply for a school leaders position will come out after camp. 

  

     This final term also promises further industrial action to be taken by teachers across the country.  This 

action builds on that of earlier in the year.  There has been a widespread belief that teachers are asking for 

more money for themselves.  The implication of this is that we are taking selfish action which is only to the 

detriment of the students that we teach.  I would like to take a moment here to delve into this a little 

further.  No teacher that I know personally actually wants to go on strike; however, it has got to the point 

where we know that the government can do more to support us to support our students, particularly those with 

learning and behaviour (and also pastoral) needs, but these requests for additional support are being 

ignored.  We are asking for funding which directly affects the students at school and, prior to strike action, we 

have tried extensively to address these issues through previous rounds of negotiations and work 

programmes.  Given the current teacher shortage, which we are experiencing first hand in our local schools, 

and some of the conditions under which teachers are required to work, it seems appropriate to ómake a noiseô 

that might now be heard. 

    

     We understand that striking is not a perfect solution and that it disadvantages all parents and all teachers 

(they do not get paid) when we strike and we very much hope that we have your support.  Please know that is 

not something we do lightly (particularly those of us from the UK who endured weeks of strike action when we 

were at high school - showing my age now!).  As a statement on the NZEI website says, ñWe need to work 

together as a strong community to ensure the government understands that this crisis can only be solved by 

major investmentò.  Please also trust that we truly do have the best interests of our students, your children, 

and those of the future, at heart. 

 

      There have been a few concerns raised about the Year 5 and 6 camps and the Year 4 activity week given 

that the strike, if it takes place, is scheduled for 13th November.  The camps are still going ahead, as is the 

planned Year 4 activity day.  The teachers have been given dispensation to remain at work in the event of 

prebooked camps.  We are grateful that the teachers involved in these camps and activities have agreed to 

work on that day, which means they all go ahead as planned.  If the strike does go ahead, the rest of the 

school will be closed on Tuesday 13th November so there will be no school buses running on that day.  

If you have any concerns about the potential strike action on November 13th, please do come and talk to your 

childôs teacher. 

 

Have a good fortnight and I look forward to seeing you over the course of the term 

Jo 

 

 

WAIPU PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS  

 

Agricultural and Floral Day  

Many thanks to all those who helped to make our Agricultural and Floral Day a success.  A wonderful and 

relaxed day was had by all and the new bio security systems we had in place were a great practice for when 

we get calves back in the mix.  A special mention to Liam Bawden and Shannon Patterson (The Vet Centre) 



 

and Mike Macartney (Your Vet) for your consultation, provision and installation of sanitising stations on the 

day.  Our thanks also to the judges on the day, Martin Albrecht, Ursula Buckingham and Basil Simpson 

(Lambs), Stephanie and Royce Broom (Goats), Jenny Aspden and Michelle Hodgson (Baking).  A huge 

thanks also to our two floral judges Jan Pivac and Louise Sims who had the difficult job of judging our senior 

floral displays.  

  

Congratulations and thank you to all students for your commitment in caring for, feeding and raising your 

animals during the cold, winter months.  A special mention to the following trophy winners: 

 

LAMBS   

McKenzie Trophy   Endeavour:   Harry Hoddle 

goodGround Trophy   Most  Points 1 st Year Competitor:   Arlo Mitchell 

Best Meat:   James Lynch 

Best Wool:    Ngatiira Mead 

Bream Bay News Cup    Best Senior Lamb:   Allistair Martin 

Bream Bay News Cup    Best Junior Lamb:   Tom Wigram 

Reserve Champion Lamb:    James Lynch  

Millar Trophy  Champion Lamb:   Allistair Martin 

 

GOATS 

Jensen Trophy   Endeavour:   Elise Doherty 

Kids 1st Child Care Trophy   Most Points 1 st Year Competitor:   Liam Hansen 

Van Blommestein Cup    Best Reared Goat:   Flynn Troost 

Reserve Champion Goat:   Shenae Speedy 

Glengarry Cup - C&H Brown  Champion Goat:   Lucy Troost  

 

COLLEGE CLASS  

Reserve Champion College Class:   Trinity Holroyd Carroll 

College Trophy Yr9 -13 Judges Choice:   Alex Lynch 

 



 

 



 

  

 

  

 

Above top:   Alex Lynch, our overall college champion, collecting his cup from Michelle (ASB 

representative).  Alex also collected a Distinction badge for 9 years of parading an animal.  Congratulations 

Alex. 

Middle:   Allistair Martin (left)  and Lucy Troost (right)   

Bottom:   Elise Doherty (left)  and Tom Wigram (right)  

 

                  Please support our Agricultural Day Sponsors  

  


